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TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE MEETING 
MINUTES 

Thursday, April 21st, 2022 
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER: 
 

Present:  Debbie Drawe, Jason Ebbs, Laurie Enos, Tim Frelier (Zoom), Mary Sweeney, Eric Tait, 
Mark Valentine, Sara Waterman 

 
Absent: Captain Alberti, Daniel McCusker  

Guests: Alan Clancy of 1717 Qualtrough Road 

 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 
a. February 17th, 2022 – Laurie Enos motioned to approve the minutes. Mary Sweeney 

seconded the motion. 
 
 

III. COMMITTEE DISCUSSIONS: 
 

1. Embury Road Physical Barrier Request – FOLLOW UP 
 

Mark Valentine updated the committee regarding a resident request for a physical barrier to be 
placed along the road frontage in front of her home on Embury Road. At the previous committee 
meeting, committee members requested more data be obtained and reviewed from the sheriff’s 
office to better understand the cause of the accidents in the area Embury Rd and Qualtrough 
Rd.   
 
Sarah Waterman explained that the data received goes back five years.  Sarah reviewed the 
data from 2017 to 2019 which included seven accidents near the intersection of Embury Road 
and Qualtrough Road.  Sarah stated that the data indicates that the accidents were not primarily 
caused by the curve in the road or by speed.  There were no accidents in 2020, 2021 and 2022 
thus far, at the intersection of Qualtrough and Embury Roads. 
 
Eric Tait asked if the accident that occurred in 2019 that was heading eastbound struck a 
vehicle. 
 
Sarah Waterman replied no.  The accident that involved the car travelling eastbound struck a 
sign.   
 
Sarah Waterman went on to review the data from Embury and Witherspoon Lane, which 
included four accidents from 2017 to 2019.  Sarah said that the chevron signs are in the correct 
locations, and feels that after reviewing the data, adding a barrier or guide rail is not warranted.  
 
Debbie Drawe recommended putting the speed cart out in the area to help remind people to be 
aware of speed and their surroundings. 
 
Eric Tait agreed and will place the cart at different times and different directions so it will face 
both eastbound and westbound traffic.  Eric will also reach out to the resident and update them 
with the committee’s course of action and give them the option to add any additional trees or 
plantings in their yard. 
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Debbie Drawe asked how long the speed trailers are placed in a specific area. 
 
Eric Tait replied that the trailers are out for approximately one week.  The trailers are battery 
powered and typically need to be re-charged after one week. 
 
THE COMMITTEE AGREED TO THE FOLLOWING PLAN OF ACTION: 

 
 Staff will place the speed trailer in the area of Qualtrough Rd and Embury Rd at 

alternate times, and on opposite sides of the road to show both eastbound and 
westbound traffic speeds. 

 
 

2. Embury Road and Scribner Road Motor Vehicle Accident – FOLLOW UP 
 

Mark Valentine updated the committee regarding a phone call from a resident that had been in 
an accident at the intersection of Embury Rd and Scribner Rd and requested that a traffic light be 
installed there.  The traffic data was collected and staff went out to the area to take photos of the 
intersection.  Staff also went out to the intersection of Sweets Corners Road and Harris Road to 
see what Monroe County DOT did to help improve that intersection.  Larger stop signs were put 
in place and double posted on both sides.  Signs that say “cross traffic does not stop” and “stop 
ahead” were also put in place. These measures would be similar to what the Town would 
possibly take to help with the Embury and Scribner Road intersection.   
 
Laurie Enos feels that the larger stop signs will not make a difference because people are so 
distracted they will not see them, however, she would not like to see a traffic light there either.  
She recommended to look into putting flashing lights at the intersection similar to the ones 
located at the Baird Road and Whalen Road intersection.   

 
Mark Valentine stated that flashing could possibly be part of the escalation process.  Other 
steps would need to be taken first such as checking the reflectivity of the signs, double posting of 
the signs, larger signs, etc. 
 
Sarah Waterman added that it may be beneficial to add an “all way” stop sign to the intersection 
to help clarify that all drivers approaching the intersection need to stop. 
 
Debbie Drawe mentioned that she drove through the intersection of Sweets Corners and Harris 
Roads recently and noticed that the stop signs were much bigger and felt that it would make a 
difference and that drivers would pay more attention to them. 
 
Sarah Waterman Shared that the accident data collected for Embury Road and Scribner Road 
showed twenty-two accidents from 2017 to 2022. 
 
Tim Frelier said that he agrees with the escalation process and stated that five of the eleven 
accidents that happened on Embury and Scribner, involved vehicles that did not stop while 
traveling southbound.  This indicates there may be more of a visibility problem for southbound 
drivers versus northbound drivers.  Being that all the drivers stopped on Embury, it may be a 
good idea to install larger stop signs and double post both sides of Scribner and then see if the 
similar pattern continues with the accident data after three years.  If there is no change in the 
pattern of traffic incidents, then the next step would be to add additional signage and/or flashing 
warning lights that would bring more attention to the intersection.   
 
Laurie Enos and Mary Sweeney both stated that they witnessed cars traveling eastbound not 
stopping at the intersection as well. 
 
Mark Valentine said it may be a good idea to place larger signs at all four corners of the 
intersection.  
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Eric Tait added that given the close proximity of Greenwood Park to the intersection, drivers 
may get distracted by the various sports activities, etc. going on in the park. 
 
Sarah Waterman feels that speed may have played a part in the accidents that occurred. 
 
Resident Comment:  Adam Clancy who resides at 1717 Qualtrough Road was in the audience 
and wished to comment on speeding on Qualtrough Road.  Mr. Clancy stated that he has 
spoken to the Town Supervisor in the past regarding cars speeding on Qualtrough Road, 
especially because drivers use Qualtrough as a cut-through to avoid the school traffic on 
Scribner Road.  Mr. Clancy added that the sheriff’s office does patrol the area, however, they 
typically park at the fire station.  When vehicles turn onto Qualtrough from Atlantic/Browncroft, 
they have already slowed down by the time they are driving by the fire station.  Mr. Clancy feels 
that the sheriff should park on a side street or driveway farther down on Qualtrough where 
people are more likely to be speeding. Mr. Clancy is very concerned that someone will get hurt. 
 
THE COMMITTEE AGREED TO THE FOLLOWING PLAN OF ACTION: 

 
 Staff will notify the Town Board of the committee’s recommendation to add larger 

stop signs on all four corners of the intersection of Embury Road and Scribner 
Road and work with DPW staff for implementation if this recommendation is 
approved by the Town Board. 

 
 

3. Harris Road Speeding Concern 
 

Mark Valentine stated that Harris Road is a county road and not under the jurisdiction of the 
Town but wanted to share a resident concern that was passed on through the supervisor’s office 
to this committee pertaining to speeding.  One of the requests was to lower the speed limit on 
Harris Road.  The speed limit currently in place is based on the 85% of what the average speed 
cars travel on the road.  Lowering the speed limit can cause more issues rather than help reduce 
speeds.  For example, if the speed limit is 40mph and it is lowered to 30 mph, some drivers will 
obey the speed limit.  Other drivers will still travel over the speed limit at 50mph creating a more 
dangerous disparity.  Staff will pass the speeding concerns onto MCDOT so they can respond 
accordingly. 
 
Laurie Enos stated that sometimes cars seem to be travelling much faster than they really are 
when you are standing in your yard or near the roadway. 
 
Mark Valentine agreed and added that speed carts could be placed in the area to remind drivers 
to be aware of their speeds. 
 
Laurie Enos asked if there has been any progress with the resident who attended a previous 
committee meeting regarding implementing new speed tracking devices. 
 
Mark Valentine replied that they are still working on it.  He is in the process of developing a 
speed cart that not only tracks speeds but also can monitor if drivers are wearing their seat belts, 
using their cell phones, etc. and then display a notification sign accordingly. 
 
Sarah Waterman added that two permanently placed speed feedback signs have been 
purchased by the Town and will be deployed when the weather improves. 
 
Debbie Drawe asked where exactly on Harris Road the speeding was occurring.  
 
Mark Valentine replied that the concern was mostly on the north end of Harris Road, towards 
Kennedy Road. 
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Tim Frelier said the email stated the address as being in block of Penfield Road and Sweets 
Corners Road.  

 
Debbie Drawe stated that she does a lot of biking in east Penfield but tends to stay off roads like 
Salt Road and Harris Road because cars seem to travel at high speeds. 
 
Mark Valentine added that most of those roads currently do not have shoulders and are long 
straight roads which can tempt people to drive faster. 
 
Sarah Waterman suggested that staff ask MCDOT to include speed counts with their study. 
 
Eric Tait stated the sheriff’s department also has a speed cart that the Town can utilize if 
needed. 
 

 
THE COMMITTEE AGREED TO THE FOLLOWING PLAN OF ACTION: 

 
 Staff will forward the concern to MCDOT and put the speed cart out on Harris Road 

to remind motorists to slow down. 
 
 

4. Valley Green Drive Speeding Concern – Request for Children at Play Sign 
 

Mark Valentine shared that Mr. Clancy came into the Town Hall to speak with him regarding his 
concern of speeding in his daughter’s neighborhood (Valley Green Drive).   
 
Mr. Clancy explained that vehicles come off of Whalen Road onto Summer Glen.  Summer Glen 
has a stop sign where it meets Valley Green Drive and drivers almost never stop at the stop sign.  
Mr. Clancy feels that most of the traffic is due to people cutting over to Route 441 (Penfield Road).  
Since Mr. Clancy’s daughter moved into the neighborhood, it has turned over and there is a large 
number of children in the area.  Mr. Clancy is very concerned about drivers speeding and ignoring 
the speed limit signs and stop signs.  By putting “child at play” signs in the neighborhood, Mr. 
Clancy feels that drivers may pay more attention to them versus the stop signs.  
 
Laurie Enos asked if there is a neighborhood watch in the area. 
 
Mr. Clancy replied that he does not believe so.  
 
Laurie Enos explained that she lives in a neighborhood that had a similar problem.  They formed 
a neighborhood watch and it revealed that the driver that was speeding was the son of one of the 
residents on the street. 
 
Mr. Clancy believes most of the offenses are by people going to work and back and cutting 
through the neighborhood. 
 
Sara Waterman asked for clarification as to where exactly the drivers are cutting through to. 
 
Mr. Clancy explained that they use Valley Green to access Route 441 (Penfield Rd). 
 
 
Mary Sweeney asked where Mr. Clancy is proposing the “child at play” sign be placed. 
 
Mr. Clancy replied that he would suggest placing one sign going into the cul-de-sac on Lazy Trail 
and another going up the hill on Valley Green Drive.   
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Sarah Waterman explained the steps that would be taken before making the determination to 
place “child at play” signs.  First, staff would determine if the location is a neighborhood or a main 
road where one would not expect children to be.  Next, staff would need to determine the 
appropriate location to put one.  Generally, appropriate locations are when an area transitions 
from a high traffic street to a residential area.  One example is Northrup Road.  Half of Northrup 
Road is wide open and spread out, similar to a country road.  The other half of the road suddenly 
becomes more of a residential area with the houses being close together, similar to a 
neighborhood.  This would be an appropriate scenario to put “child at play” signs.  Prior to putting 
out the signs, staff would collect data from traffic counts and the speed feedback trailer.  Staff may 
also request extra enforcement from the sheriff’s office.   
 
Mr. Clancy stated that if you spend any amount of time in the neighborhood, you will witness 
numerous vehicles running the stop signs and speeding continuously.  
 
Laurie Enos feels that this neighborhood would be a good candidate to request extra 
enforcement from the sheriff’s office followed by traffic counts and the speed trailer. 
 
Sarah Waterman agreed and explained that staff will need to have the proper traffic data 
collected so a determination could be made. 
 
Mark Valentine asked for the address of Mr. Clancy’s daughter so the traffic counters can be 
placed in the appropriate area. 
 
Mr. Clancy replied that she resides at 105 Valley Green Drive. 
 
Eric Tait stated that staff sometimes adds florescent, reflective “slow down” strips to the speed 
limit signs that are located near the entrances to neighborhoods.  There is already one on the 
speed limit sign on Summer Glen Drive. 
 
 
THE COMMITTEE AGREED TO THE FOLLOWING PLAN OF ACTION: 

 
 Staff will place the traffic counters on Valley Green Drive, followed by the speed cart. 

 
 

5. Pineview Drive Guide Rail Request 
 

Eric Tait shared that staff received an on-line request from a resident located at 14 Pineview 
Drive.  There is a creek crossing under Pineview Drive near Highledge/Hillcrest Drive.  The 
resident has a young child that is learning how to ride their bike and the resident is concerned that 
the child will run off the road and into the creek.  The resident has requested a guide rail or other 
barrier be put in place.   
 
Debbie Drawe asked if the request was for guide rails on both sides of the road. 
 
Eric Tait replied that the resident was not specific but feel they would prefer the guide rails be 
placed on both sides of the road. 
 
Laurie Enos stated that if guide rails are placed on both sides of the street, it would force people 
to walk in the road which would not be safe. 
 
Debbie Drawe asked how guide rails would affect snow plowing in the winter.  
 
Eric Tait replied that guide rails would make it a more difficult for DPW crews in regard to snow 
removal. 
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Debbie Drawe asked if this area is town owned land. 
 
Mark Valentine believes it is all private property. 
 
Eric Tait said if the guide rails were installed, they would be parallel to the road and in the right of 
way. 
 
Sarah Waterman stated that it does not look like there is enough land space for guide rails.   
 
Tim Frelier asked what the right of way width is in that location. 
 
Eric Tait replied that he believes it is 60 ft. 
 
Tim Frelier said that typically there needs to be a safe recovery area off the edge of pavement.  
Putting up a guide rail for bicycling is not an appropriate use for a guide rail.  It is designed for 
vehicles and intended to guide them back onto the roadway.  Tim asked if there is any way to 
make the area within the 60 ft right of way more level to help make it safer if someone was 
diverted back into the road. 
 
Eric Tait stated that after checking, the right of way is actually 49 1/2ft through that stretch of 
road, not 60 ft.  Unfortunately to be able to provide extra lawn area on either side of the road, the 
culvert pipe would need to be extended on both sides.  
 
Mark Valentine said when the culvert pipe reaches the end of its life cycle and needs to be 
replaced, it may be possible to extend the pipe at that time. 
 
Debbie Draw asked if it would be possible to put some other kind of obstacle there like a large 
rock.   
 
Eric Tait replied that they cannot legally place a rock or any fixed object within the right of way. 
 
 
Debbie Drawe stated that both a guard rail and a rock would work the same way by pushing you 
back in the road. 
 
Mark Valentine explained that a guide rail is an engineered design with safety in mind, versus a 
rock. 
 
Eric Tait added that guide rails are engineered for vehicles that typically hit them at a slight angle 
to help guide them back onto the roadway and are not really intended for bicycles.  
 
Jason Ebbs asked what the grading is like near the area and if it would be possible to add a little 
more topsoil and seed to smooth it out. 
 
Mark Valentine replied that there is steep slope/drop off where the culvert ends.  Staff can check 
to see if there is any erosion that may be fixed, but there still would not be a large enough landing 
area. 
 
Eric Tait said that there is a cul-de-sac that is entirely paved over located near the resident at 14 
Pineview Drive, so that may be a safer place for their child to learn to ride their bike. 
 
Jason Ebbs feels that this is a one off incident. 
 
Mark Valentine stated that staff can keep an eye on the situation and when the culvert needs to 
be replaced, it could possibly be extended to add more of a recovery area off the road. 
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Jason Ebbs asked if any visual sign can be placed in the area to alert people of the drop off. 
 
Mark Valentine stated that nothing can be put in the right of way because it would be a liability for 
the town.  

 
 THE COMMITTEE AGREED TO THE FOLLOWING PLAN OF ACTION: 

 
 Staff will inform the resident of the committee’s decision not to implement any 

barriers at this time. 
 
 

6. Guygrace Lane Speeding Concern 
 

Eric Tait shared that he received a phone call from a resident that resides at 143 Guygrace Lane.  
The resident is concerned about speeding, specifically in the stretch between Anthony Circle and 
Simone Terrace.  The resident initially requested speed bumps.  Eric explained that speed bumps 
are not preferred by the committee and explained the situation on Huntington Meadow where 
speed bumps were installed and resulted in people driving up onto front yards or slowing down to 
drive over the bumps and speeding up in between them.   The resident asked for any other 
assistance.   
 
Sara Waterman asked what led the resident to request speed bumps.  Was it a concern 
pertaining to speeding or traffic volume? 
 
Eric Tait replied that the concern stemmed from vehicles speeding or the perception of vehicles 
speeding.   
 
Debbie Drawe stated that, from her understanding, Guygrace Lane is not a cut-through street 
and the speeding probably comes for the residents that reside there. 
 
Sarah Waterman recommended that the speed cart be placed in the area of concern. 
 
Eric Tait agreed and added that staff check to see when the last time traffic counts were collected 
and put traffic counters down again if needed. 
 
Debbie Drawe feels that some public education might be helpful to remind people about speeds, 
especially since more people are getting out again with Covid easing up and the nice weather. 
 
Mark Valentine added that staff can work with the Town communications team to educate and 
remind residents about speeding and traffic laws through the Supervisor’s column and social 
media. 
 
 
 THE COMMITTEE AGREED TO THE FOLLOWING PLAN OF ACTION: 

 
 Staff will place the speed cart and traffic counters on Guygrace Lane and collect the 

data to submit to the committee.  – HELD ITEM 
 

IV. HELD ITEMS: 

 
1.  Qualtrough Road and Hallmark Road Dual Arrow Sign Request 
2. Route 411 & Liberty Street Traffic Light 
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V. NEW BUSINESS: 
 

1. Eric Tait shared with the committee that MCDOT is undergoing a roadway improvement 
project on Salt Road between Plank Road and Atlantic Avenue.  The current roadway is very 
narrow with very minimal shoulders as well as a very deep swale, especially on the north 
end of that stretch of Salt Road.  The existing asphalt will be improved along with adding 5 
foot wide paved shoulders on both sides of Salt Road. There will also be drainage 
improvements along the road by regrading existing ditches and by installing some new storm 
sewer systems.  Additionally, they plan to close the deep ditch south of the firehouse on the 
west side of Salt Road. 

 
 Debbie Drawe shared that if anyone would like more details pertaining to this project, they 

can go to the Town of Penfield website under Projects of Community Interest. 
 
2. Mary Sweeney wanted to mention that there was a very large pothole located on Browncroft 

Boulevard which she hit coming home one evening.  Browncroft Boulevard is a state road, 
so she called the 1-800 phone number and asked if they could not repair it quickly, to at the 
very least, put a cone at the location to make drivers aware of it.  She was pleased to say 
that the next day a cone was placed there.   

 
 Eric Tait added that he has received numerous phone calls about that pothole and he also 

passed the complaints along to NYSDOT. 
 
 

VI. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: 
No Public Participation 

 
 

VII. NEXT MEETING: May 19th, 2022 
 
 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT:   6:08 pm 
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